Private equity team of the year

Weil, Gotshal

As the UK’s largest ever take-private and a watershed deal for the recorded
music industry, Terra Firma’s £3.2bn acquisition of EMI was guaranteed to
be a standout deal. The bold transaction was expected to spark a wider

restructuring of the music industry and was, therefore, closely scrutinised

& Manges

Marco Compagnoni
The £3.2bn acquisition of EMI by Terra Firma

rolled on.

(L-R) Marco Compagnoni and lan Hamilton of Weil, Gotshal & Manges,

with Colin Potter of Global Legal Search

CLEARY GOTTLIEB STEEN & HAMILTON

Michael McDonald

If points were awarded for the negotiation of a
complex, finance-sector, cross-border deal with US
elements in the middle of the credit crunch, then
Cleary Gottlieb would certainly score highly. The firm
represented seller and first-time client JC Flowers & Co
on the €3bn sale of Netherlands-based bank NIBC to
Iceland’s Kaupthing Bank. NIBC had a large exposure

With the credit crunch raging, few
thought that the Terra Firma/EMI
deal could be completed on its
original covenant-lite terms.

to the subprime crisis, and although the deal eventual-
ly fell at the final hurdle, Cleary’s achievement was
nevertheless impressive.

CLIFFORD CHANCE

Daniel Kossoff

In the eyes of most of the market, Clifford Chance’s
advice to Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co and bid
vehicle AB Acquisitions on the £11.1bn acquisition
of Alliance Boots was nothing short of awesome.

by the media and investors.

The stakes were high from the outset of the deal in May, but unexpect-
edly rose markedly higher when the credit markets suddenly gummed
up shortly afterwards. The deal was to be run on covenant-lite terms,
which would not have raised an eyebrow pre-credit crunch, but which
looked an increasingly impossible proposition as the summer of 2007

By this time, large private equity house acquisitions had stalled and
the banks were doing all they could to extricate themselves from
covenant-lite deals. It was here that Marco Compagnoni and his team
showed the considerable skill that merited this award. With the credit
crunch raging, few thought that the deal could be completed on its
original terms; Weil Gotshal and Compagnoni begged to differ and
proved themselves to be right with impressive style by tenaciously
holding the deal together throughout the summer and seeing it through
to completion in September.

In the event, it became the last large covenant-lite deal to go through
and has deservedly won the firm plentiful accolades from its peers and
the market. After the purchase, Terra Firma immediately set about
streamlining the business.

Not only was the deal the largest leveraged buyout
ever in Europe, it was also the first ever takeover of
a FTSE-100 company. KKR and Clifford Chance
successfully saw off a competing bid from Terra
Firma, and withstood the pressure of a fierce media
glare because of the value the public put on the high
street brand.

KIRKLAND & ELLIS

James Learner

The £1.4bn sale of UK food distributor Brakes Group,
completed in record time (over a single weekend), was
one of the most hotly contested transactions of 2007.
James Learner’s fast-growing Kirkland & Ellis team
further polished its credentials as a leading private
equity firm on this side of Atlantic, as well as in the US,
as adviser to winning bidder Bain Capital, fighting off
competition from CVC Capital Partners, Cinven and
the Blackstone Group.

SJ BERWIN

Steven Davis; Alberto Morano

Winning the lead mandate to advise British buyout
house CVC Capital Partners on its $1.7bn acquisition
of US luggage business Samsonite was a real coup for
SJ Berwin’s transactional team. This was one of the
first US acquisitions that CVC completed following
the establishment of a new New York office. It turned
to S] Berwin’s London and Italian offices for help,
and the successful deal elevates the firm’s standing in
the market.
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Global Legal Search

congratulates

Weil, Gotshal & Manges

Private Equity Team of the Year
Legal Business Awards 2008

Global Legal Search is a specialised search and recruitment business
focusing exclusively on the high end of the legal recruitment market.

We have more than 25 years’ collective experience as former ~ We have advised on mergers and completed team and

partners of Clifford Chance, Weil, Gotshal & Manges, individual partner moves in Europe, the Middle East, Asia and

White & Case and KLegal and so we are uniquely equipped Latin America so we are a truly Global Legal business.

to offer advice both to law firms and to partners and senior For a confidential discussion, please contact Nick Holt

associates contemplating a career move. +44 (0)20 7796 5973 or Colin Potter +44 (0)20 7796 5970.
Ay

Executive Search for Partners... by Partners 4= | Global Legal Search

www.globallegalsearch.com




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Euroscale Coated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check true
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-3:2002, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-3, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-3:2002, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-3. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-3:2002, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-3 compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




